
Spring Cleaning
It seems unlikely, but spring is 
just around the corner and it is 
time to look towards preparing 
for the upcoming show season. 
This is the traditional time 
for preventative health care 
in the form of vaccinations, 
deworming, and any dental 
care that was not performed 
in the fall. Our recommended 
vaccination program is based 
on the American Association 
of Equine Practitioners 
suggested protocol, the 
prevalence of certain diseases 
in the Southern Ontario area, 
and the special needs of each 
horse (retiree verses show 
horse traveling around the 
continent).

Did you know that as health 
care professionals, we also offer 
physical examinations at the 

time of vaccination, blood 
testing, dental evaluations, 
and sheath cleaning as part 
of a comprehensive wellness 
program? We believe that 
horses deserve the same 
preventative care and check 
ups that our dogs and cats 
routinely receive during annual 
veterinary visits. This medical 
evaluation can help to identify 
early health problems before 
they become severe, and to 
recommend management 
strategies to keep your horse 
in tip top shape. Blood tests 
can reveal anemia, organ 
damage, poor thyroid function, 
undetected infections, and 
various metabolic diseases that 
often go undetected until they 
become a serious problem.

Geldings are also in need 
of thorough cleaning of the 

sheath to prevent build up of 
debris that can cause painful 
urination and infection. In the 
older horse we are concerned 
about skin tumors in the area. 
Many boys are a bit shy, so it 
can be difficult to do a proper 
job without medications to 
help them relax.

Please contact the office if you 
wish your horse to receive any 
of these services during our 
annual vaccination visits.

A New Perspective on 
Deworming
Ask anybody why we regularly 
deworm horses, and the answer 
is “to kill worms, of course”. 
The truth is, we deworm 
horses to reduce the number 
of infective parasite eggs that 
they shed on the pasture, 
breaking the life cycle of the 
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Lecture topics will include:
“Advances In Podiatry and Foot Lameness” - Dr. Mike Pownall
“Joint Injections- Why, What and How?” - Dr. Melissa McKee

“Emergency Care of the Horse” - Dr. Maggie Turner
“Vaccination Protocol” - Dr. Michelle Courtemanche

“Worming Your Horse” – Dr. Kristin Buchanan
“Care of the Older Horse” – Dr. Diane Chandler

Date: Saturday March 24 2007
Time: From 10am - 4pm

Location: Albion Bolton Community Centre,
150 Queen Street South • Bolton, ON • L7E 1E3

McKee-Pownall Veterinary Professional Corporation 
is hosting our 2nd Client Education Day on Saturday 
March 24th at the Albion Bolton Community Centre, 
which is central to our Campbellville, Newmarket and 
Millbrook locations.  The event is generously sponsored 
by Merial, Intervet, Bioniche and Wyeth.  Lectures will be 
presented by our veterinarians, including a new lameness 
software demonstration, a chance to meet and greet our new 
veterinarians and staff, with exhibit booths from our sponsors 
providing information on the latest innovative products!  Lunch will be provided followed by door prizes!  
Directions will also be provided on our website at www.mpequine.com. Bring a friend, everyone is welcome!
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worm. One of the most serious 
parasites affecting horses today 
is the cyathostome, or “small 
strongyle”. This creature 
actually causes the most damage 
as it matures through several 
larval stages in the wall of the 
large intestine.

Cyathostomes are impervious 
to most deworming medications 
while they are “encysted” in 
the wall of the gut, and cause 
tremendous inflammation and 
malabsorption as they mature 
and burrow out to the centre 
of the intestine. The adult 
worms cause minimal harm 
themselves, but shed eggs 
into the manure that starts 
the cycle all over again. Most 
major intestinal parasites are 
now resistant to both pyrantel 
and fenbendazole type of 
medications, largely due to the 
inappropriate use of dewormers 
and rapid rotation protocols 
that change drug class with 
every dose. We are introducing 
a strategic program that is aimed 
specifically at reducing the 
infection of pastures and using 
fecal egg counts to monitor drug 
resistance.

More information on this topic 
will be provided during  
Dr. Buchanan’s lecture on 
March 24.

New Insights on Preventative 
Hoof Care
The old saying is true – No 
hoof, no horse. Unfortunately, 

treating a hoof related lameness 
is time consuming, potentially 
expensive and often preventable. 
We are offering new techniques 
to identify hooves at risk in 
hopes that you can avoid a hoof 
related lameness. We are using 
2 new software programs that 
measure several aspects of hoof 
conformation and movement 
based on digital photographs, 
video and radiographs. The 
images are assessed to see 
if there are potential areas 
of concern and are stored 
for comparison purposes if a 
lameness develops. We are also 
working with farriers to take 
radiographs of hooves before 
shoeing to help guide shoe 
placement. We are constantly 
upgrading our ability to improve 
soundness and movement 
following radiographic 
examinations and innovative 
diagnostic techniques.

Computer Upgrades
We have integrated a new 
software system which will 
go “live to air” on March 15. 
This exciting new program will 
facilitate better communication 
between the three locations, 
and with the vets on the road.  
Each doctor will have access 
to the entire medical record 
and diagnostic images for each 
patient, regardless of the home 
location of that horse. The 
accounting section provides 
much more detail, improving 
the layout of invoices and 
statements.

Website
Regular visitors to the McKee-
Pownall Equine Services website 
will notice our new look over 
the next few months. Julie has 
taken the last few weeks before 
having her baby to revamp the 
site, making it easier to access 
vital information, and adding 
new sections. There will be 
more interactive options for 
both the clients-only section, 
and for referring veterinarians to 
view medical images. We have 
added a “how to” area, which 
gives detailed instructions and 
photos of medical procedures 
that you may have to perform 
in the barn. Topics range from 
poulticing a hoof, to applying 
a leg sweat, to giving an 
intramuscular injection. Keep 
an eye out for photos and bios of 
new doctors and staff joining our 
team.

Receive $10 Off Your next 
Service at McKee-Pownall 
Equine Services!
Visit us at www.mpequine.com 
and submit your email address 
to receive $10 off your next 
service! Providing us access to 
your email not only improves 
our communication with you, 
but eliminates excess paper and 
additional costs that can be 
applied elsewhere to enhance 
our services to you and your 
horse.
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